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THE HAT AND ITS BURDEN.

nox-ious          di-mi-nish            captain               af-fect-ed

nu-mcr-ouB       mis-chieY-ous       sul-phur                  ten-der-ness

nee es-sa-ry      op-por-tu-ni-ty      en-deav-our-ing      hab-i-ta-tion

1.    Even from despised and noxious animals
we may learn a lesson of regard for our parents.

2.    In houses and ships, rats sometimes be-
come so numerous as to do much mischief.    It
then becomes necessary to lay traps to catch
them, or in some other way to diminish their
number.

3.    Once, in a vessel sailing from New York
to Lisbon, the rats were found to increase very
fast, and to be very mischievous.    They ate
so   much,  and destroyed  so  much,   that  the
sailors grew quite angry with them, and resolved,
on the first opportunity, to get rid of them.    Ac-
cordingly, when the vessel was safe in Lisbon
harbour,   the  captain   ordered  sulphur   to be
kindled in the hold.    The rats, unable to endure
the fumes, left their holes, and, in endeavouring
to escape, were killed in great numbers by the
sailors.    At length, one appeared on the deck,
bearing on  its  back  another rat,  which  was
quite gray with age, and also blind.    The men,
supposing the old rat to be the father of the
young one, were affected by  the sight;  they
could not think of killing an animal which showed
so much filial tenderness; it was allowed to pass
in safety, and to carry its aged parent to some
other habitation.